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HERE IS AN ESSAY WRITTEN BY I

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON AT AGE 30 I

The practice of letters is miserably harassing to the mind; and after an SYANININ[€;
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hour or two’s work, all the more human portion of the author is extinct;
he will bully, backbite, and speak daggers. Music, | hear, is not much
better. But painting, on the contrary, is often highly sedative; because 175 W. Hays St.

so much is often of the labour, after your picture is once begun, is Hemiing, (€A o248

almost entirely manual, and of that skilled sort of manual labour which

offers a continual series of successes, and so tickles a man, through BANNING ART
GALLERY
his vanity, into good humour. Alas! In letters there is nothing of this sort.
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mmm You may write as beautiful a hand as you will, you have always
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= something else to think of, and cannot pause to notice your loops and Co-Op Arfists
= flourishes....[But] a stupid artist, right or wrong, is almost equally certain 42 W. Ramsey St. Suite C
— Banning, CA 92220
=m N€ has found a right tone or a right colour, or made a dexterous stroke

= with his brush. And, again painters may work out of doors; and the fresh

W= qir, the deliberate seasons, and the “tranquillising influence” of the

mmm green earth, counterbalance the fever of thought, and keep them cool,

mmm placable, and prosaic.









